Key Learning -
What a rainforest is.

The different layers of a rainforest.

The features of a rainforest.
The characteristics of the Congo.

The impact of deforestation.

Layers of a Rainforest

Rainforest Layers

«— Understory Layer

RAINFOREYT

Emergent layer -- the tops of trees
that poke up above the rainforest
canopy. It is very sunny here and is
home to birds, butterflies and bats.

Canopy layer — a dense layer of trees
overlapping each other. Home to
most animals in rainforests.

Understorey layer -- a tangle of
shrubs, young trees and vines. It is hot
and damp here and the air is very still.

Rainforest Floor — mainly consisting
of fallen leaves, fruit etc. that
decomposes as food for trees.

Geographical terms and processes

Tropical rainforests are found north and
south of the Equator between the Tropics
of Cancer and Capricorn.

Rainforests are home to over half the spe-
cies of plants and animals in the world
and are a fantastic source of foods and
medicines.

A rainforest has many layers of vegeta-

tion (plants) growing within it. All of
these plants grow to different heights and
create layers within the rainforest.

Locational terms

Amazon Elver

Loke Tanganyika
Indonesia
Manaus

River Miger

biodiversity
Democratic Republic of | biome

the Congo canopy
deforestation
emergent layer
forest floor
understory

equatorial

Morthern Hemisphere
Southern Hemisphere
Tropic of Cancer
Tropic of Capricorn

Key vocabulary:
Biodiversity: the number of
different types of plants and
animals found in a particu-
lar environment

Biome: a community of
plants and animals that is
suited to a particular cli-
mate

Ecosystem: a community of
plants and animals that

affect each other and the
area around them

Rainforests: forests that are

home to many different
types of plants and animals.
They are located close to the
Equator in places with a
tropical climate, which is
warm and wet all year
round.




